
REPORTS. NOTE,S & LETTERS

SAFRING STATISTICS FOR THE 19BB-1989 RINGING YEAR.

T. B. OrfIe'1

We11, another '/edr hos flor{1: past i.nC ic is ii.r:c dgdin to look
at the achjevernen+js and r:esults of the i98B-193q r:inging year.
For the tjnit itself, rche period Jrilrr i93B ..Lt 'Iurie f9B9 was
memorable chief iy for the rttpla.e't,eilt of the Univer:;ity's
mainfranre c-,l.prLer; tl)e oIj :'n3c.:nu lr,.:ng u_lrhdror.rr llo.r s(:tvirc-
at the end of January i989. SAFFiTiG,S computer softnare \ras
custom-\,{rrtten for cperation on the old Sper:rv mainfrau,e in

The programs made extensjve Llse ofl::'rtain special
faci.L-ltjes of the Sperry fortran cor,r1 jlcr r.hjch o:. noL standard
on other machines. This meant tltat our programs \{ere not
'portable ' . To exacerbate matters, it transplred that our
documented source codes, supplieC urhen i:he nevr programs were
,.'ri ++^n 1A .'ar-- -^^r{rrLLcrr lu years ago, weLe unoeougged'versions. For Lhose not
f ami 1 i ar \rith compu ter j argon, thar means .-hat the progr arns di d

wArA qtrnnnqarl r-. al- .Fhe -'rJ C^aLri€y ruypu-su _- -rl Y was
withdrarvn at the end of January J.989. By June we had alL nineprograms in lhe SAFRING suite up and running on the nerr Vax -just in tirne for the influx of schedules, and I was able to
sleep peacefull'1 again without dream_ing about forlran sub-
roul-rnes.

Anart from tho qrrqnonqinn 
^f ^r^^^--in^ f^-5ujts,,.J!v,. v4 the s j x

weeks it Look to get Lhat firsL progrdm to functio:1, rouLrr.e
activities were maintained at the Unit; for example, 194 orders
for rings and/or equipment vrere despatched to a total value of
cver R25 000. Mire_L1a tin addition to mdny other tasks; checked
out and computerized the summaries of over 2 OOO schedule i
forms thaL r,iere sublnitted for the prev:ous year. f.lhile these
figures pale to insignificance next to those of sorne overseds
ringing schemes, their staff rosters are several- times larger
than ours.

r,980.

So much for the Unit's year.
ri n^6ra^ Po:d 

^n

What sorL of a Vear was iL for the

RINGING EFFORT

On the basis of schedules recei.ved to date, a total of 41 630
birds were ringed during the review period. Thjs is close to a
f0t j-ncrease on the previous annual total and represents an

27



enco'.rr ',Jrrrg grOi/irh r:a ire. i'ire ter-,-1,'9.1, i rend l ine f or ringing
effort is s})c!fr'r in Fj.j'r'-., I and rii ai:r hr' scirir t]-r.1t rirlqinq
totals tiave,,'ir:tJa11v C,,u;r.i.-.rL iJVer thl:: Ll:iie r;pnir.

The Transi,'aal ringrr:r h.rr': i.r',-:o.:llalerl lheir 1:.:,:itrcr: at the
i-op af the re.Jional r':l;:1r.3 .: a.,.t 1i-E ('aal: L. I ) uith the
.".;.idely-scatte::e:i rape Pr:c."irce's rii,-;:r-s lrcI-lir',; icc.,nal plaae
116.,r ;hi::<i cl li-: resiJ,. l.;e-L.: rr::i,li I r'-.r i:.,.,r ,, t:rirr ::,1ot hacl
tlie i.lutO: i :IrJrrf, :uarr:r 'l-i-l i ir srr,:edu-a',. .r.: .lt. "is, ,',ri.ri,i's
ler/ i. ii-i'je::i l:a'.,e r: ..j]r-, d r,ri ,,',-rl: .rarlit.rbie tttat:. It shorrld ite
no're-.t clr.,t ':he l-iElires il .: oir.ili, ;, ':.u.:r'j : r i iri-i.ve ringers'
is i)ilsed cn the nunlter Jf :inqer-; !,iro ha."'!) re I ,:r:nee'i schedulcs
and j.s, consequentiV, ccn:rerirative, tak,ii)g no cognizance of
trainee ringers c' ci oartner's usin:l a si ngre rir:er's r.untber.

Ringing Year
--F No. ot birdg ringed

FIGURE 1

TEN_YEAR TREND LINE FOR RINGING EFFORT

Thousands

7s/8o 80/81 81/82 82/83 83/84 a4/85 85/88 86/87 81/88 88/8e
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TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF REGIONAL RINGING EFFORT IN THE 1988-1989 RINGING YEAR

F

ED
PERCENTAGE OF

ANNUAL TOTAL

34,2

29 ,4

8,7

8,t.t

't,i

5.9

3 ra

,?

N
@

REGION NUMBER OF
ACTIVE RINGERS

NUMBER OF I NUMBER C

SPECIES RINGED i BIRiJJ RINC

TRANSVAAL

CAPE

MALAl.l I

NATAL

ORANGE FREE STATE

SU B- ANT ARCT I C

NAMIBIA

Z I MBABWE

MOZ AMB I QUE

25

32

10

1

7

5

1

?64

198

168

L75

154

I

183

L2r

l4 241

3 624

'i tA1

2 44L

1. 587

980

TOT ALS ro3 509 I d1 630



The tcp 20 ringers (or';a:i-s or groups) vrrth the hiqhest annualtotals are lrsted i n Ta,.,t it 2 (paqe 32 ) , This tist does notincl-ude torals achr eved by professicna-i and institutaonar
ringing projects. 'iire top lO a1l achievecj four-figure totals(as in the 1987/198E year) and coltecti'/eiy caught 56 ? of thebirds ringeo. f.,lith the n,,im.bers of active ringers increasing(over lOO for the first i:_.me since ilte earLy 7Cs) the prospects
for nair-rtaining the upvjard trend jn ringtitg ef fort Look good.

Table 3 I pag: 33 ) sLiows tir;: top twenty specjes (erciuding
seabirds). Ciice agaiLit ti.:, European Sr,'.r11oi.,, heads the fist.
Column 4 shorr's holv manj ringers con'cributei to i:he species totaiand coiumn 5 gives the highest totat for the specles achieved byd single l tnger or _' jr'-g:ng gj.lup. ;hus .irF Cape llhtte_eycappeared on the greatcst nunrber: of rirrqers' totals, closelyfoliowed by l'1aske11 !,,jea'",er, LauEhing Dove .tr-,d Cape Robln. Sixspecies not i' last year's Top 20 r ist .rr.r the Brue vJaxbilr,Cape !,lagtail, Cape Bulbut, CcnirLrorr !,t3xbiit, Greyheaded Sparrowand CaDe Robirl,

RECOVERIES

There were 399 recoveries of 115 species fr:orn July lgg8 to June1989. Nine species of foreign-ringed birds contributed 29recoveries to the totar, incruding 9 vJhite storks and g commonTerns. Ten birds ringed in southern Afri.ca vrere recovered

SfAnno Rtiz2)ra

[!e!
Control I ed

Knot

S anderl iqg

Common Tern

( Adurt )
49.42.87
)R rn eo

( Adult )

10.03. B4
27 .O7.BB

| 2nrl rro:r t

29.03_87
24.08. BB

( Adult )
16. 10. 87
0r.05. B9

( Adult )
23 . 12 .87
02.06. B9

/ Imm:f rrro \

01.0r. BB
20.0s. 89

Assen, Transvaat
Bekovo, USSR

Langebaan, Cape
Ottenby, Sweden

!orrvsudorr, LdIrc
Tnanrmaar H^l I 

^n.l

Walvis Bay
Mal ta

Rugen, DDR

Marrn Ral-cu:n:
\./i n^r-? qnri n

30

2l niths I 773 kn

53 mths 9 929 kn

L7 mths 9 5O1 km

L9 mths 5 988

L8 mths 9 894

17 mths 7 157

km

km

Euro n Swal,low

km



Eulple!! llla11.g\r ( Inmature )
01.01. BB t"taun, Bots!,.ana
O1 .08. 8B Jahrlsdorf . DDR

Turnstone

Cape Dikkop

headed Gul1

17 nths 7 956 knr

( Unknol','n )
27 .Al.BB pretoria, Transvaaf
05. C9.88 Imatra, Fintand I mths 9 668 km

(Unknovrn )
18.02. 88 pretoria, Transvaal
13.08.88 Novosibirsk, USSR 6 mths 1C 377 km

( Immature )
04 . 01 . B7 pieterrnaritzburg, Natal
11.09.88 Belgorod, USSR 20 mths B 940 km

It is encouraging to see Russian recorueries coming in after agap of several years- For this breakthrough lve are indebtedto the good cf f ices of l"1r Ecldie Fritze, a Danish ringer andcorrespondent or SAFRTNC, 'ho spenL arrrrost a v/eek at rhe ]10sco,..JRinglng Centre tracitrg recovery records for us. On the tocalscene, several recoveries yielded sonte interesting lol)gevityfigures:
qqEle qS!g!

Yell-ov/biIled Duck

( Chick )
08.0f,66 Soweto, Johannesburg, Transvaal
10.05.89 Zoo Lake. Johannesburg

280 nths 21km

( Juvenile )
).9.09.75 Barberspan, Transvaat-
30.07.88 clencoe, Natal

154 mths 478 km

( 1-2 years )
12.07 .77 Walvis Bay
27.02.89 l4iLe 72, Nanlbia

140 mths 116 km

( Juvenile )
04.04.72 Port Elizabeth GoIf Course, Cape
06.02.89 Walmer, Port Elizabeth

202 nths 6 knr

( Chick )
06.05.73 VJestdene Pan, Benoni, Transvaal
27 ,OB.BA Secunda, Transvaal

184 mths 97 km

About one-third of recoveries received are not significant in
terms of distance moved or e_Lapsed L_lme lrom ring i ng to
recovery. Tabl-e 4 ( page 34) shows the nost frequently
recovered birds. The ljst is compiled from significant records
only (movement of not less than 10 km and/or survival fron
ri noi nc datp of not I eSS than 12 months ) and fn-e i on- r i noed
birds are excl-uded.
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TABLE 2

TOF 2O AMATEUR RINGERS {]R RING]NG GROUPS: 1988-1989

R I NGERS

TED ROBSON

GEORGE & LES UNDERHILL

DAVE JOHNSON

DALE HANMER

ROY EARL6

JOHN BUNNING

KOEIE RAIJMAKERS

FRANK DOU IIES

SHONIE RAIJMAKERS

KOTIE HERHOLDT

STEWART LANE

MIKE & TETf ROBERTS

t.lALTER NESER

TONY TREE

ROD BRABY

PAUL MARTIN

MIKE FRASER &

LI Z MCMAHON

JAN HOFMEYR

GEOF F LOCK9IOOD

ALEC MANSON

REGlON

TRANSVAAL

SOUTH I.JESTERN CAPE

NAT AL

MALAft I

ORAI.IGE FREE STATE

TR ANS VAAL

T RANSVAAL

TR ANSVAAL

TRANS VAAL

NORTHERN CAPE

MALAffI

MALAfrI

TRANSVAAL

ZIMBABWE & E. CAPE

NAMIBIA

EASTERN CAPE

SOUTH I"IESTERN CAPE

SOUTH HESTERN CAPE

TRANSVAAL

Z IMBABIIE

5 803

.j 92b

2 591

2

1

I

I

1

1

1

210

87i

67!

608

?90

zoa

139

7r2

691

607

557

535

518

49i

485

a22

395

NO. OF BIRDS
R I NGED



TABLE 3

TI.IENTY HOST-RINGED BIRDS (EXCLUDING SEABIRDS) FOR THE

PERlO! JULY 1988 TO JUNE 1989

1

2

3

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

Itr

r7

18

19

20

EUROPEAN SWALLOW

MASKED i.IEAVER

CAPE i.IHITE-EYE

S.A. CLIFF SWALLOW

CAPE WEAVER

RED BISHOP

CURLEI4 SANDPIPER

LAUGHING DOVE

CAPE SPARROW

REDHEADED FINCH

BLACKEYED BULBUL

BLUE WAXBILL

CAPE SUGARBIRD

OLIVE THRUSH

CAPE WAGTAIL

CAPE BULBUL

GARDEN WARBLER

COMMON WAXBILL

GREYHEADED SPARROl.l

CAPE ROBIN

L

3

5

2

1

9

6

!1

32

35

5

18

L7

366

453

506

262

017

'28 5

248

1to

133

1103

157

245

326

1r8

294

353

L92

r57

t31

64

6 876

I bJ1

I 604

T 511

I 211

1 057

77r

724

701

593

519

468

423

42L

408

379

360

334

306

272

t1

I

lo

l1

32

27

5

26

19

5

26

1

IJ

19

t7

32

1l

lAAR/Rq

RANK
SPEClES 81/88 | NO. OF i SINGLE I TOTAL

! RINGER IRANK RINGERS
MAXlMUM 

i
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TABLE 4

MOST FREQUENTLY RECOVERED
1988-1989 RINGING

B]RDS IN THE
YEAR

444

oa2

287

803

iL I

o47

289

007

o47

493

786

089

288

504

55r

175

165

286

JII

368

{39

581

CAPE GANNET

JACKASS PENGUIN

HELP GULL

MASKED I{EAVER

LAUGHING DOVE

WHITEBREASTEO CORMORANT

HARTLAUB'S GULL

WANDERING ALBATROSS

CAPE CORMORANT

EUROPEAN SWALLOW

CAPE SPARRO14

EGYPTIAN GOOSE

GREYHEADED GULL

SOUTH AFRICAN CLIFF St4ALLOt.i

OLIVE THRUSH

CAPE t{HITE-EYE

PALE CHANTING GOSHAWX

SUB-ANTARCTIC SKUA

SPECXLED PIGEON

SPOTTED EAGLE OWL

CRESTED BARBET

CAPE ROBiN

52

2t)

I5

Ib

10

6

6

5

5

5

5

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

OLD
ROBERT S

NUMBERS
SPEL-IES TOT AL

NU MBER

2A



Number of species

SPECIES GROUP (see below)

N Species recovered flJ Sp.","" relrapped

A Waterbjrds and related +ror4:s F Broadbill - BuIbuLs
B \tuftr.rres and bjrds of prey G Th-rushes - Prjnias
C l{aders (Paillted Snipe - Dikkops) H FLycatchers - White-eyes
D Sandgtrouse - Coucafs I Sparrows - Widovbjrds
E Nightlars - hYyneck J waxbills - Buntings

F]GURE 2

NUMBERS OF SI)ECIES RECOVERED A]iD RECAPTURED
DURIN'G 1988,'1989 RINGI}JG YEAR

There are 22 birds listed so that arr those r.rith 3 recoveries
couid be incruded- rt is quite apparent from this tist thatseabirds in particular, and non-passerines in general, dominatethe recoveries. The smaller passerines t"rhich appear in the11st are, with the exception of the two swallows, common garden
birds of built-up areas. The most common reported causes ofmortarity (other than 'unknol.rn' vrhich accounts for about 9o g)
are domestic cats and col11sion vrith vehicles. so the suburbangarden birds stand better chances of recoverv than their
country-dvrel Iing relatives.

This is why retrap data are of value. Flgure 2 shorvs tne
evidence of significanl: recoveries and of retraps received for
the 19BB-1989 ringing year. cenerally speaking, recoveraes
(birds found dead or dying) are usuaf for the larger non-
passerines and retraps nost cotrmon for the smaller brrds that
are easily mistnetted, especially the insectivorous specl,es.
The ttro types of record conplernent each oth€r v/e11, so please
don't neglect to send in lrour reportable retraps (birds caught
more than 12 months :rfter ringing, one record per bird per
rrngrng year.
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