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Inlroduclaon

O\.er A i{r }ea. pcriod rhc Cape Wlne-e)e
Z.stctt)trs tdllidus $\\ the l3'h nrosl co r-
nron bird specjes rinsed ln soudrern Afric
iOschudlcus & Lndcrhill 199{)). If not li)r
spccilicnlly rrrlcrcd specie! llke Enropc n
Swnlhw //irtrld ,!r/i.d, Afrlcrn Pcneuin

h/rorlr(,\ lfn., !r\ rnd Redbillcd Quclcl
Qu?l?a q !( lkt.lI $orltl posibly r rlc higlrer
trt the list. The Crpc Whilc .)e i\ corr'rron
in K$ Zulu-Nrtal (KZNt(\'1a.lerr lt)94r
Nurrrll 199?1. ycr jil(lc i\ dNumenred on drc
limitr! oihrccdirg. nxruhard movcNcrrs in
lhc rc!i(!'. This \uonDar] ofrinenre rlforrs
b) rhc rurhoi\ cporrs.ecaplurci and ramnre
or br'e(lnrg and notrll infie Crp. Whirc'c),"1
in K $nzu lu-\xlal rccu mu latcd o\cr u \e!or
ycar pcriftl ( 199.{ 2001). l{ecaprtr.es are re-
podod.rnd discusscd

M6thods
Crpc Wlrjlc-clc\ *ere lmfted nsin! nrisL
ncls ll2i x l.,1rni l6rm Ine\n) sufplicd by
SAFRING tir{lrineedb,v rcgnl.rcd irgcrs of

rhe tiri\crsir-,. ot \arrl. Picrcmrltril/burS. \o
rjrrsine s.ssions lrr-sclcd crpr(re ol Cap.
Whirc c)cs. Primarl rrc!lr lcore $rs rc
coftlld (Dc ltccr.r d/ 2(XI)). Ac(ive brccd
in! qrs dcrcnnircd b) rhe pfesence ol r
di5tinct brood patch o. indi!iduul bids.
RiDging occurrcd a1 l2 diflefent sircs
( l lb c I). ALI d.rla $ere acctrnrulal\.d lbr crch

Besults
Mosl crprurcs occurred lr L$o Afionronrlu]c
iorc5l ringins rire\ in Lhe Kwnzulu-Nnlnl

idl!.ds- ie. Hhbeni rnd Ngclc lire\Is
(Trble l: rN Sr_mes?idl a. prc$ ftr\irc dc-
(nils nid bnd sl)ecies lisls).

Moult and breeding
Occuflcnc. ol moulr is 'r icrlell hl rhe
propon ion oI cdughl bnd\ each lronth under

eoing rcriYc Droull ofr,c re,nlgc\. OccLL enle
ot brccdDrg is rclrcleiled hv ihe oporlir)n of
crughr bird\ wilhairdltnrcrbrood pltch Thjs
wls uscd a\ eviden.. ofbreding in dlc rc
3i(tr' rFi-!. ll. F.equercy of brccding !!

Table '1. Cape White eye inging sites in Kwazulu-Nalalshowing hab tal lype. and
number ol caolures and recaoiures al each srle
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i.dic&ted by nesr rccord crrdi is al$ shorv
(. = llt5) {LcPngc 19t)9).

Recapture rale and movements
A loralol4O8 Cape Whne-clcs *crc caughl
lnd l*cDtv six jndividuils wcre recrptu.ed
(Tables l.2) Sclcn wcrc recaptued tlvice
a.d onc was rccaprurcd rlrcc tnncs (Tablc 2).
The hiehesr rccntrurc rnre (17.5 %) wa\ rt a
Ptut(u f^nn near Mefivrle (Iable 2).
althoueh the greacn ringing efforl war not

Discussion
In nrny lenrpcmle zone spccies rhc timingof
noull in relation to breedin! nrar- bp mutu-
allyexclusive (Dtr igl't l9()0: Maclern 1990).
However. in $nrc stccies yine nroult may
occur dunne brecLixrg (Crai! l98l: Jcnni &

Wiriklcr 1994). A1so. inlcnuprcd moulr may
occur. ycr in southern African birds this
moult srr.tegy is still unclcrr (Cnig 1983).

The rcr lts of dris study indicate thal
brccdingoflh€ Capc White-eye in Kw.Zulu-
Nall|l, ahhough skewcd by thc small sample
size ol July, i$ most prc!rlenl in De€€mb€r
nnd January. Howcver.lhis is contrary |o ncst
rccofd cdrd dora wherc brccding is nrdicatcd
as most cofimon from seplcmber ro Decem-
b.r. peaking in Octobe. {Ilpage 1999i Fig.
l). \.1$clean (lt]9.1) indicalee brcedine ofrhe
Capc Whire-cle a1 oocurin! fronl July lo
March in Kwlzulu-Naral. and mostly from
October b Decembef lhroughouL thc counlry.
Nuuall (1997) indicates kccdine xc occur-
.ing floni Augun lo March, peaking jn Dc-
cenrbcf.ln wirter rainl^I1 regions a brceding
peak is rcalircdedicr in Novcmber (Nultall

Table 2- Recapture of Cape While-eye's reporling caplure site and numb€r of days sinc€
ilrsl ringed.'recaplured in Ladysmlth, KZN.

Bins no. rsl r€lhp znd relrap 3.d relmp
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Fig. 1. OccLrrrence oi breeding and noult n lhe Cap€ White eye as expressed by ihe
perceftage of b rds caught each monlh wth mou t ng remiges and d splaying a brood
palch respecively Breed ng s also ind cated by ffaclion ol records n which breeding
was recorded lLePaoe 19991.

1997). Clrus & Robson (1980) indicare
brccdnre as occuring lrom Scptcmbcr to
Ma.ch. brtrlso nole breeding ar occuring nr
July.In light ofthcse data ir is clea.lhat lur
the. in!csriertive wofk on the breedire ol
this lpecics is rcquifed. Analyses of addi
tional ringirg drra by reBion ma! frovide
gfeater in!ighr inro brccding seasons of Lhe

Cape White-elc on a rccional scrle.
The occurcnce of primar) moult in dre

Capc White ele ln K$azulu Natal is pre
dorninutly tfom Februafy 1o June. $irh r
l)eak iD Alril. This suggesrs thrl Lhe occur
rence ol hoult dircctl) ibllows the annu.tl
breediig cyclc. thn nroult is in rgree cnt
lvith thal ofErrle ( 196l) $ho recoded a
poslnuttirl Inoull ofrcmiecs bet{ een Febru-
ary and June. Hoseve., ln drc Edstcn Crpe
noult 

'n 
17 specine.s rr\ i. !l rnoD0rs c\

ce!r Mrrch (Cfrig 19Elr Ir l\ iIcl\ rh!r
inlerlpccific vNrirlion betri ee. diff.rcnt
fegrolls exi\K in the rimi.! ol n)oult rnd
breeding in this {idespfexd specles.

I. tomc lanrilics (e.g. Alxudld,re, Prridrc.
Py.nonotidle) a paft[l posr jtrven]lc moull

rppeab ro bc the rule (Craig I 983 ). Dclailcd
infonnatioD collcctcd and puhlished by.nrg-
ers nray help ur 1o uDdcrsrrrd some of rhe
underlyinS principles in rc moult pattems of

Locrl and/or altlludi al migratiors hrve
bccn suggesled ir lhe Calc Whire eye
(Cllnccy 1964: Johnson & MaclcaD 199.11.
Seasonal Drovements mxy occur to somc cx
le.l $!lh birds renrailing thithful to aD d.ca
ivhen breeding (N utall 1 997). Srro.g sile rnd
tlock lidelily a.e supponcd by rhe recaftue
ofnvo bnds (likel)'.r prirl a{ lllabcni.+8:l 

^ndl5T9drlslxtef. Thisna! lrrdi.atc romc lcyci
ofmonogamr in asF.ie\ rcgularl) occurinS
inllc,clis.In lhe Crfe Whire-c)c. DNA aDaly
scs 

'ndjcrl.Ih.I 
flo.ks lini rohcsive.rnoups

s ilh lilllc gcn. c\chrnge hetween popu-
litiof\ {BrNn .r d/ 2000).

Long disra.cc nro!cments ofCrpc White
.\e\ Ire n.t .o nonl\' lDown. Mosr
SAFRING .e.o!erie! re!exl Clapc Whitc
.Ies xs bei.g !ede.r.rr\ (Nurall 1997). Onlr
th ree reco ! eries of lii:alcr rhan I 00 km hNve
bee. .ecorded (SAFIINCI. lhcsc inchrde a
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I0 )c (,ld bir(lijcolercd in FN Sr.lc pmt.
incc.405 km hon rhe rin"in! sire in K$.-
Zulu \arrl. Lr orhcr.ro\.nrent of l64 tnr.
afd lhe lrdividrLrliD rhi\ \tudy.ecovere tt7
days atter No!|rg ! distance oi 1:15 knr
(SAFlilNCj). lhc 1,r h grcaresl disrarce is
onll 3 | linr. Tljc\c .jovcnrertt may not hc
rcguhf rr indicdLcd b) liw lonS dislrnce
.rcvcnefl rccoftls laf x spcctes $here a hiqh
nurrbcr or'\pccics hale bcen rneea 'llre
rea:on rorlrrc\c tov.orentsisnot knosn and
.ri) lnrplr'bc mndom \trnderinc nrovc-
mcnrs. further rc\earch into rhc trrovcmen(s
or lhc Capc Whilc-ctiearc rhereforc rcqu ired.
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